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Attorneys for Nonparty-Objector Public Fitst law Ctnter

IN TT{E CIRCI.JIT COI.JRT OF THE FIRST CIRCTIIT

STATEOFHAWAI'I

STATEOFHAWAI'I, cR. NO. lCPC-2s-fiXnS73

GERHARDTKONIG

ruBUCFIRSTLAWCENTEFYS
oBIECTTON TO DEFENDANT',S
REQUESTTOCLo6E COURT
PROCEEDINGS

Defendant
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FIUNG
GENERATEDBYIEFS

PI,JBLIC FIRIiT LAIT' CENTE(S OBJECTION TO DETENDANTS
REQI,'EST TO CLOSE COI.,RT PROCEEDINGS

Pursuant to the constitutional right of access provided by the First Amendment

to the U.S. Constitution and article I, section 4 of the Hawai'i Corutifutiory nonparty

Public First l-aw Center (Public First) objects to Defendant Gerhardt Konig's request to

seal the courtroom during the questioning of jurors. Dkt 1135 at 2 (No. a). Defmdant

has not overcome his burden to iustify cloeue, as establistred in Oalrz Publications ts,

Ahn.l3Stlawar'i482,498r50t4,337P5dm,47ffi2(NL4).

Facfiially, Ahn is directly on point. ln Atm, the tlawai'i Supreme Court held that

the trial court improperly closed the courtroom when questioning jurors - midtrial -
about potential juror mironduct. "[P]reuial and post-trial examination of jurors should

be held operr to the public ;' lil. at 507, 337 P.3d. at 479.
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Defendanfs bale request has not articulated any specific facts that justify closing

the courtroom for juror questioning. Accordingly, Public First respectfully asks the

Court to deny Defendant's request to close court proceedings to the public.

DATED: Honolulu, tlawai'i, August 31,2025

ROBERT BRIAN BLACK
BENIAMINM.CREPS
Attoneys for Nonparty Objector
Public First law C-entur
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