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DEFENDANTS LENA KAKEHI, LITA JYRING, AND NATASHA  
COMBS’SUBMISSION OF REDACTED EXHIBITS REGARDING  

THEIR MOTIONS FOR LEAVE TO FILE CERTAIN EXHIBITS UNDER  
SEAL [Dkts. 191, 216] PURSUANT TO THE MINUTE ORDER [Dkt. 236] 

 
Defendants Lena Kakehi, Lita Jyring, and Natasha Combs (collectively, 
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General of Hawaii, and Skyler G. Cruz and Elaine T. Chow, Deputy Attorneys 

General, hereby submit Exhibits “E,” “I,” “J,” “K,” “L,” and “M” regarding State 

Defendants’ motion to file those exhibits under seal [Dkt. 191], and Exhibits “E,” 

“F,” “G,” and “H” regarding State Defendants’ motion to file those exhibits under 

seal [Dkt. 216], with selected redactions pursuant to the Court’s Minute Order 

Regarding State Defendants’ Motions for Leave to File Exhibits Under Seal in Civ. 

No. 21-00063-SASP-RT [ECF Nos. 191, 216], entered on January 9, 2026, at Dkt. 
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/s/ Elaine T. Chow 
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1 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2016 11:02 A.M.

2 --o0o--

3 THE CLERK: Calling FC-S 16-00249, In the

4 Interest of Baby Boy A .

5 Appearances, please.

6 MR. CHING: Good morning, Your Honor. Deputy

7 Attorney General Kaiwi Ching appearing on behalf of

8 Department of Human Services. Also present to my left,

9 Your Honor, is DHS social worker Lita Jyring.

10 MS. JYRING: Good morning, Your Honor.

11 THE COURT: Good morning.

12 MS. ASANO: Good morning, Your Honor.

13 Crystal Asano, court-appointed counsel on behalf of Arseny

14 Aliwis --

15 THE COURT: Good morning.

16 MS. ASANO: -- who is mother in this case,

17 and she's present to my left.

18 THE COURT: All right.

19 MR. WILLIAMS: And good morning, Your Honor.

20 Marvin Williams, CASA Program social worker.

21 THE COURT: Okay, parties may be seated.

22 This is a hearing on a temporary foster

23 custody hearing --

24 MR. CHING: Yes --

25 THE COURT: -- status.
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1 MR. CHING: -- Your Honor.

2 THE COURT: Yes.

3 MR. CHING: Yes. Your Honor, before we

4 begin, may the record reflect that I'm serving mom with a

5 copy of the summons, petition, safe family home report,

6 and a service plan dated December 7th, 2016.

7 THE COURT: All right. Record reflect the

8 same.

9 MR. CHING: Thank you, Your Honor.

10 So, Your Honor, it is my understanding after

11 talking with mother's counsel, Miss Asano, that mother

12 will be stipulating to jurisdiction, adjudication of the

13 petition, foster custody, and the service plan.

14 THE COURT: Is that correct?

15 MS. ASANO: Yes, Your Honor, that is correct.

16 My client and I had a consultation, and she understands

17 her rights in the case. She understands that she has a

18 right to a trial, and she's willing to waive that right at

19 this time and agree to the court opening up the case. She

20 does want her child to remain in foster custody at this

21 time while she works on obtaining housing and, you know,

22 getting a job and a -- a small apartment. At this time,

23 she feels it's in the child's best interest. She wants to

24 do what's best for her -- her baby at this point.

25 THE COURT: Good. That's good to hear.
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1 Congratulations on that.

2 All right, any other comment on this?

3 MR. WILLIAMS: No, Your Honor.

4 MR. CHING: Your Honor, can I introduce

5 State's Exhibits 1 through 3?

6 THE COURT: Okay.

7 MS. ASANO: Subject to cross, Your Honor.

8 THE COURT: All right. Okay, based upon the

9 same, the court understands the court -- there's no

10 objection to the court receiving these materials

11 (indiscernible) subject to cross, State's Exhibit number

12 1, 2, and 3. Number 1, DHS safe home -- family home

13 report dated December 7, 2016 prepared by Lita Jyring, DHS

14 social worker, number 2, family service plan dated

15 December 7, 2006 (sic), and number 3, photo of Baby Boy

16 A dated September -- December 2nd, 2016, received in

17 evidence subject to cross.

18 (State's Exhibits 1, 2, and 3 were received

19 in evidence.)

20 MR. CHING: And just --

21 THE COURT: Anything further?

22 MR. CHING: -- the proposed findings and

23 orders, Your Honor.

24 THE COURT: Yes, proposed findings and --

25 MR. CHING: Yes.
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1 THE COURT: -- order.

2 MR. CHING: Thank you, Your Honor.

3 Based upon the record and the evidence

4 presented, the court finds that continuation of family

5 home would be contrary to the immediate welfare of the

6 child.

7 Under the circumstances that are presented by

8 this case, reasonable efforts were made by the Department

9 of Human Services prior to the placement of the child out

10 of the family home to prevent or eliminate the need for

11 removal of the child from the family home.

12 Under the circumstances that are presented in

13 this case, DHS has made reasonable efforts to finalize the

14 permanency plan which, in this case, is reunification.

15 There is reasonable cause to believe that

16 continued placement in emergency foster care is necessary

17 to protect the child from imminent harm.

18 The child's date of entry into foster care is

19 today, December 9th, 2016.

20 Based upon the report submitted pursuant to

21 HRS Section 587A-7 and 587A-18 and the record herein,

22 there's an adequate basis to sustain the petition in that

23 the child is a child whose physical or psychological

24 health or welfare has been harmed or is subject to

25 threatened harm by the acts or omissions of the child's

Official Court Reporters
First Circuit Court
State of Hawaii

Case 1:21-cv-00063-SASP-RT     Document 238-5     Filed 01/28/26     Page 5 of 13 
PageID.7297



6PERMISSION TO COPY DENIED, HRS 606.13, etc.

1 family.

2 Each party present at the hearing understands

3 that unless the family is willing and able to provide the

4 child with a safe family home, even with the assistance of

5 a service plan within a reasonable period of time stated

6 in the service plan, their parental and custodial duties

7 and rights shall be subject to termination.

8 Each term, condition, and consequence of the

9 service plan dated December 7, 2016 and attached as

10 Exhibit A has been explained to and is understood by each

11 party present at the hearing.

12 Each party at the hearing knows that they

13 have no right to take or entice the child from the lawful

14 custody of the Department of Human Services or to remove

15 the child from the State of Hawaii.

16 Mother was served with a copy of the summons,

17 the petition, safe family home report, and service plan

18 dated December 7th, 2016.

19 Mother knowingly and voluntarily stipulated

20 to jurisdiction and adjudication of the petition, foster

21 custody, and the service plan dated December 7th, 2016.

22 And if Miss Asano can inquire if her client

23 has any Native American blood.

24 MS. ASANO: Yes, Your Honor, I did inquire

25 with my client whether or not she has any Native American
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1 Indian blood, and she did state that she does not. I

2 asked her in regards to the father. She does not know who

3 the father is.

4 Do you know if there could be any?

5 MS. ALIWIS: No.

6 MS. ASANO: No.

7 THE COURT: Normally, there's none.

8 MS. ASANO: Yeah.

9 THE COURT: Not Native Hawaiian -- I mean,

10 Native American.

11 MR. CHING: Thank you, Your Honor.

12 THE COURT: (Indiscernible)

13 MR. CHING: The Indian Child Welfare Act does

14 not apply to this case because no party to this case has

15 indicated that the child is an Indian child, and no

16 information has been discovered that suggests that the

17 child is an Indian child.

18 Therefore, it is hereby ordered that the

19 above-named child and mother comes under the exclusive

20 jurisdiction of the Family Court pursuant to HRS Section

21 571-11(9) and HRS Section 576A-5.

22 All parties are ordered to appear at a

23 periodic review hearing/return hearing for father on a

24 date to be determined by the presiding judge.

25 DHS is awarded foster custody over the child.
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1 The service plan dated December 7, 2016 is

2 ordered by the court and attached as Exhibit A and made a

3 part of this order.

4 Mother may be permitted reasonable supervised

5 or unsupervised visitation with the child at the

6 discretion of the Department of Human Services and the

7 guardian ad litem.

8 Mother shall participate in evaluation as

9 arranged by the Department of Human Services with copies

10 of the reports to be provided to the court and all

11 parties, provided that she shall pay the Department of

12 Human Services the cancellation fee if she does not make

13 every good-faith effort to appear and complete the

14 evaluation.

15 Any psychological or psychiatric evaluations

16 prepared in connection with this matter shall only be

17 distributed to DHS social worker, the deputy attorney

18 general, the guardian ad litem, and counsel for the

19 parents. The evaluation or copy of the evaluation shall

20 not be provided to the parents or any other party without

21 prior authorization from the court.

22 The Department of Human Services and guardian

23 ad litem reports are both due on dates to be determined by

24 the presiding judge.

25 And the child shall not be removed from the
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1 island of Oahu.

2 Thank you, Your Honor.

3 THE COURT: Any -- any comment on the --

4 MS. ASANO: No, Your Honor. Mother is in

5 agreement with the proposed findings and orders. We did

6 want to state for the record that she is requesting that

7 the department -- and I understand the department will be

8 looking into possible relative placements, and they will

9 hold an Ohana Conference to try and look at whether or not

10 any relatives on island or, I guess, possibly even in --

11 your mother lives in?

12 MS. ALIWIS: Chuuk.

13 MS. ASANO: In Chuuk, maternal grandmother,

14 to see if that's a placement option as well. My

15 understanding from the department is that, you know, if

16 there is a relative placement, you know, they -- they will

17 be looking to family supervision as well as an option for

18 mother. And I do want to request that on her behalf, to

19 have them consider that, since there's no -- not

20 necessarily a safety issue as to mother aside from, you

21 know, she does not have a -- a home for baby right now.

22 So she does want to -- she doesn't want to have baby with

23 her at this time on the streets, but she does want, you

24 know, baby to be cared for in foster care while she tries

25 to obtain housing. So if there's any other placement

Official Court Reporters
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1 options where family supervision is an option, my client

2 is requesting that be explored as well.

3 THE COURT: All right.

4 MR. CHING: Yes, Your Honor, department will

5 continue its efforts to locate potential placements and

6 continually assess the well-being of the child and

7 determine whether family supervision is appropriate.

8 THE COURT: Okay. Any other -- any comments?

9 MR. WILLIAMS: Nothing further.

10 THE COURT: All right, based upon the same,

11 at this time, the court will enter an order reflecting the

12 proposed order by the State and which is agreed to by all

13 parties present.

14 Anything further?

15 MR. CHING: And, Your Honor, may we also get

16 a order releasing the confidential information?

17 THE COURT: All right.

18 MR. CHING: Thank you. And, Your Honor, just

19 one more thing. It is my understanding that mother has

20 related to the DHS social worker that the child's first

21 name is A , A . Is it --

22 MS. ASANO: A .

23 MR. CHING: A . Okay.

24 At this time, Your Honor, we just make a oral

25 request to modify the caption to state A as the

Official Court Reporters
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1 first name, A , and the --

2 THE COURT: Any --

3 MR. CHING: -- last name.

4 THE COURT: -- objection to same?

5 MS. ASANO: No, Your Honor.

6 THE COURT: There being no objection, the

7 court --

8 MR. CHING: All right.

9 THE COURT: -- will permit the same.

10 MR. CHING: Nothing further, Your Honor.

11 THE COURT: All right.

12 THE CLERK: Oh, you need the dates.

13 MR. CHING: Oh, yes --

14 MS. JYRING: Yes.

15 MR. CHING: -- the dates, please.

16 THE CLERK: Six months out? Or less?

17 MR. CHING: Three months.

18 MS. JYRING: Three months.

19 THE CLERK: Three months.

20 THE COURT: This is a very good ending,

21 right?

22 THE CLERK: Okay, sorry, hold on. What day?

23 MR. CHING: It doesn't matter.

24 THE CLERK: Thursday, March 2nd, at 8:30.

25 THE COURT: Court order -- court orders the
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1 parties to reappear -- reappear at this date and time,

2 including the mother. You understand that? The answer

3 is?

4 THE CLERK: GAL --

5 THE COURT: You understand (indiscernible) --

6 THE CLERK: -- report -- oh.

7 THE COURT: Okay, good.

8 THE CLERK: CASA report is due February 23rd,

9 and DHS is February 15.

10 MR. CHING: Thank you.

11 THE COURT: Thank you, everyone. Anything

12 else? That's it?

13 MR. CHING: Yeah.

14 THE COURT: Okay, good. Thank you.

15 MR. CHING: Thank you, Your Honor.

16 MS. JYRING: Thank you.

17 THE COURT: (Indiscernible) Thanks,

18 everyone, for your patience. You know, we ran little

19 late.

20 (The proceedings concluded at 11:13 a.m.)

21 --o0o--

22

23

24

25
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1 C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3 I, LILA H. M. GRUMLING, CSR 159, Official

4 Court Reporter of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii, do

5 hereby certify that the foregoing, to the best of my

6 ability, is a true and correct transcript of the

7 audiotaped proceedings had in connection with the

8 aforementioned cause.

9 Dated this 18th day of November, 2019.

10

11

12 /s/ Lila H. M. Grumling
Lila H. M. Grumling, CSR 159

13 Official Court Reporter

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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