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No. SCPW-24-0000464

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF HAWAI'I

PUBLIC FIRST LAW CENTER,
Petitioner,

VS.

THE HONORABLE MATTHEW J.
VIOLA, Senior Judge of the Family
Court of the First Circuit, State of
Hawaii, Respondent Judge,

and

THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES, STATE OF HAWATI'L et
al.,

Respondents.

ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS
1FFM-24-0000018
1FFM-24-0000019

PETITION FOR WRIT OF
PROHIBITION AND WRIT OF
MANDAMUS

FAMILY COURT OF THE FIRST
CIRCUIT, STATE OF HAWAT'I

The Honorable Matthew ]. Viola, Family
Court of the First Circuit, State of
Hawai'i

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE RESPONSE TO OBJECTION [DKT. 65]
[PROPOSED] PETITIONER’S RESPONSE TO OBJECTION [DKT. 65]

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Robert Brian Black 7659
Benjamin M. Creps 9959

Public First Law Center

700 Bishop Street, Suite 1701

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

(808) 531-4000

brian@publicfirstlaw.org

Attorneys for Petitioner Public First Law Center
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The Honorable Matthew ]. Viola, Family
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MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE RESPONSE TO OBJECTION [DKT. 65]

Pursuant to Hawai'i Rules of Appellate Procedure 27, Petitioner Public First Law

Center respectfully moves this Court for leave to respond, in the form attached, to the

objection of Guardian Ad Litem Arelene Harada-Brown, Dkt. 65. The response solely

seeks to provide limited context regarding the documents referenced in the objection.

Dated: Honolulu, Hawai'i, October 31, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Benjamin M. Creps

ROBERT BRIAN BLACK

BENJAMIN M. CREPS

Attorneys for Petitioner Public First Law Center
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Petitioner Public First Law Center (Public First) respectfully submits this
response to the objection filed by Guardian Ad Litem Arlene Harada-Brown [Dkt. 65].

Based on the excerpts attached to the objection, Harada-Brown asks this Court to
redact the criminal complaints and accompanying arrest warrants publicly filed against
Respondents Lehua and Isaac Kalua in State v. Lehua Kalua, et al., 1TFFC-21-832 Dkt. 1, 2.1
The criminal proceeding is a separate matter from the two proceedings at issue in this
petition.

The news media contemporaneously reported on those publicly filed documents
and posted them online. E.g., Rosemarie Bernardo, Isabella Kalua’s sister reveals
disturbing details of abuse in court records, Honolulu Star-Advertiser (Nov. 13, 2021)
(https:/ /www.staradvertiser.com/2021/11/13/hawaii-news/isabella-kaluas-sister-

reveals-disturbing-details-of-abuse-in-court-records/).

Dated: Honolulu, Hawai'i, , 2025

/s/
ROBERT BRIAN BLACK
BENJAMIN M. CREPS

Attorneys for Petitioner
Public First Law Center

1 Public First asks this Court to take judicial notice of the record in that case. HRE 201;
Uyeda v. Shermer, 144 Hawai'i 163, 172, 439 P.3d 115, 124 (2019) (“The most frequent use
of judicial notice of ascertainable facts is in noticing the contents of court records.”)
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I, Benjamin M. Creps, certify that on the date set forth below, I served the

foregoing motion on the following parties electronically, unless otherwise indicated:

Patricia T. Ohara Francis T. O’Brien

Robyn B. Chun 820 Mililani Street, Suite 701
Department of the Attorney General Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813

425 Queen Street fobrien@lawctr.net

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 Attorney for Respondent Isaac K. Kalua, 111

patricia.t.ohara@hawaii.gov
robyn.b.chun@hawaii.gov

Attorneys for Respondent Judge



Craig Y. Iha

Chase S. L. Suzumoto

Department of the Attorney General
425 Queen Street

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
craig.y.itha@hawaii.gov
chase.suzumoto@hawaii.gov

Attorneys for Respondent Court Appointed
Special Advocates Program

Julio C. Herrera

Patrick A. Pascual

Lynne M. Youmans

Department of the Attorney General
425 Queen Street

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
Julio.c.herrera@hawaii.gov
Patrick.a.pascual@hawaii.gov
Lynne.m.youmans@hawaii.gov

Attorneys for Respondent Department of
Human Services

Lehua Kalua

Inmate # A6129220

Oahu Community Correctional Center
2199 Kamehameha Highway
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96819

Respondent
[U.S. Mail]

Dean T. Nagamine

P.O. Box 61756
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96839
dner@aol.com

Respondent Guardian Ad Litem

Arlene A. Harada-Brown
P.O. Box 247

Kaneohe, Hawai'i 96744
aharadabrown@gmail.com

Respondent Guardian Ad Litem

Randall L. K. M. Rosenberg

Ryan M. Kaufman

Rosenberg McKay Hoffman

Pacific Guardian Center, Mauka Tower
737 Bishop Street, Suite 2350
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
randall@rmhlawhawaii.com
ryan@rmhlawhawaii.com

Attorneys for Respondent Nicole Cummings

Melanie Joseph a.k.a. Melanie Sellers
1073 Loho Street
Kailua, Hawai'i 96734

Respondent
[U.S. Mail]

Adam Sellers
1810 Ashford Street
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96819

Respondent
[U.S. Mail]

Samuel P. King, Jr.
King & King

1163 Kaeleku St.
Honolulu, HI 96825
sam@kingandking.com

Attorney for Respondent Stephen Lane

Dated: Honolulu, Hawai'i, October 31, 2025

/s/ Benjamin M. Creps

BENJAMIN M. CREPS



